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Vision

In collaboration with the private sector, civil society,
governmental agencies, NGO’s and multinational organizations,
the Digital Alliance Foundation will create and coordinate global
education programs to enable the transfer of technical
knowledge, vocational skills, capacity building and infrastructure
reinforcement. Utilizing leveraged-training models, technological
innovations and other best practices, millions of people will
receive meaningful training, in their own language and
regionalized to fit their needs.

Through such activities the lives of individuals, families,
communities and even nations can be transformed creating the
opportunity for meaningful development and sustainable
economic advantages for the target populations.

Purpose

To provide capacity-building, vocational skills to marginalized
populations, in-country aid organizations and governmental
agencies through ICT education programs. Whenever possible,
special emphasis will be placed on providing customized and
culturally sensitive educational experiences to underserved
groups including: women, children, the disabled, and severely
disadvantaged peoples in emerging economies.

Mission

To coordinate humanitarian and volunteer resources in order to
create a, not-for-profit global education program adding a
harmonizing, cross-cutting vocational dimension to the UNDP
millennial goals.

Objectives

* Collaborate on the creation of global digital literacy standards

» Reinforce educational ICT infrastructure

e Build capacity in technical trainers

* Assist humanitarian organization to become more effective
through ICT

"Give a man a fish
you feed him for a day,
teach a man to fish
and you feed him
for a lifetime"

- Chinese Proverb

Target Audiences

* Marginalized populations
including women and
children

e In-country aide
organizations

* NGO’s

* Multinational
organizations
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What We Do

The Digital Alliance is a service organization dedicated to
ICT-related educational projects. We do not train students nor
are we a school, but we evaluate projects that:

1) develop infrastructure for educational purposes

2) build capacity and technical literacy in instructors

3) create digital literacy standards

4) advocate for digital literacy and marginalized
populations

5) facilitate the knowledge transfer process through
effective curriculum and teaching aides

6) provide ICT-related service opportunities

projects

Today

The Digital Alliance recently entered into an agreement with the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), to
collaborate with the ICT, Science and Technology Division in the
creation of a global digital literacy skill standard and associated
training and certification. The first pilots will be conducted in the
five geographic sub-regions of UNECA and then rolled out to the

rest of Africa. Once established, the program will be
implemented across the rest of the UN economic commissions as
needed.

The first phase of the digital literacy program will focus on needed
skills to be effective in local aid organizations and appropriate
governmental agencies. Future projects will focus on skill
standards for other specializations such as ICT for the medical
and agriculture fields.

Tomorrow

In addition to the expanded role of the digital literacy program
with new ICT applications into specific fields, the Digital Alliance
will explore ways to provide better access to broadband Internet
access, volunteer technical training missions and mobile ICT labs
or “Tech-mobiles” which will bring the learning experiences and
infrastructure to remote locations.

"The mind is not a vessel
to be filled but a fire to be
kindled."

- Plutarch
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The Genesis

Many years ago | used to work for Novell Education. At the time,
it was the largest ICT certification and education organization in
the private sector - and Netware 3.0 was in high demand in the
market. Not surprisingly the need for certified expertise to plan,
install and support this sophisticated technology was also in very
high demand around the world. This was the foundation for the
Certified Novell Engineer or CNE program.

Although we delivered millions of courses and certification tests
around the world through an innovative network of partners and
ultimately achieved an impressive number of certificants (around
400,000 at the time), | was most impressed by a small subset of
those achieving their CNE certification.

I most vividly recall the emotional and meaningful impact of
certification candidates who struggled from challenged
backgrounds in India or South America to achieve their
certifications. Upon notification of receiving their CNE
certification, they would often report that they were overcome
with tears of joy. With that valuable certification in hand, their
lives would be transformed. By so doing, the lives of their families
and communities were also impacted as they were able to begin
to earn more than ever before. In turn, they began to improve
their physical, medical, emotional and overall social conditions
because of a change in their marketable vocational skKills.

The years have passed but the idea of transforming lives through
vocational ICT education has not left me. It was more than just a
good idea, it was somehow personal. | could identify with
transformation through education. Although | grew up under my
own set of challenging circumstances in an economically blighted
community, I had access to high-quality education. With the
foundation of a good basic education, | was able to continue on
and pursue advanced degrees (an MBA and Masters of
International Business) which allowed me the opportunity for a
successful career in ICT Education.

background

Nearly four years ago, | began volunteering my private-sector ICT
education experience to multi-national organizations that |
thought could benefit from my unique private-sector career. As a
result, | created a proposal outline which | called, "Bridging the
Digital Divide" which | submitted to UNESCO for consideration.

Now the motivation to make a difference continues to grow and
has manifested itself through the creation of the Digital Alliance
Foundation. I may not have the knowledge and experience to
improve agricultural production, provide sanitary water or
enhance medical treatment but | know how to create and manage
global ICT training and certification programs and that is what |
intend to do.

- Quinn Sutton, Executive Director

"Yesterday is gone.
Tomorrow has not yet
come. We only have
today. Let us begin”

- Mother Teresa
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Martha Branigan-Sutton - Founder

Martha Branigan-Sutton is an African-American woman with a
passion for humanitarian service. She holds a Juris Doctorate in
Law with a focus in international trade arbitration. Martha
envisions using this background to advocate for marginalized
populations and influencing policy for the underprivileged -
especially human rights violations. Meanwhile her hands-on
humanitarian experience in Bolivia and Mexico have created a
motivation to address the most basic of needs. She sees the
Digital Alliance as a vehicle to make in-country aide organizations
more productive and effective as they spend less time and
resources in the office and more time in the field. This
cross-cutting vision drives Martha to assist those who are already
dedicated to serving more successful within their subject matter
expertise. In this way she can realize her dream of helping with
the most basic of human needs through education and the
application of technology. In addition to her Law Degree Martha
holds a BA in international relations from Brigham Young
University and speak Spanish fluently and is conversational in
French.

Martha in Addis Ababa

Quinn Sutton - Executive Director

Quinn Sutton has been an active player in the IT Education arena
for over 15 years. Previously, Quinn is currently the Vice
President of Marketing for KRYTERION - a secured, online testing
company and has worked for a variety of industry leading
companies including TestOut Corporation, where he not only lead
marketing activities but also was the driving force in creating
their online training curriculum for academic institutions. In
addition to founding his own strategic marketing firm (Bleufinger,
Inc.). He was responsible for global channel sales for
SmartForce's Mentoring Services, the successful launch and
worldwide marketing for Galton Technologies, strategic marketing
and business planning for Novell Education, and worldwide
marketing for WordPerfect Training & Certification. Quinn has
lived and worked in South America, the Middle East, the Far East

and Europe. He received an MBA from Pepperdine University in Quinn in Addis Ababa
Malibu, and a Masters of International Business (MIB) from . .
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addition, Quinn is a regular speaker at industry events a
recognized author in trade publications and an active member of

. or 1.801.368.2274
several professional associations.
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